E M TISM 
EnThusIaSM for Mathematics

Looking for words to express what I felt from this course, the best fit is “enthusiasm”.

I think the word is right to explain my personal feelings as well as the feeling of the teachers who gave us the lessons. 

During my work as a teacher I experienced the thrill to have the class in the palm of my hand and I asked myself how it could be if I was on the other side of the table. Unfortunately, the age to be a student is far away or that experience had not be so exciting to give me a strong memory of such a feeling. So, this course has been a great occasion to play the role of a student and to be taken around with Math. 
I took part in many teacher training courses and conferences, Italian and international: some of them had been interesting but I never had before the pleasure I had with EMTISM. I think that this is due to the constructivist approach the course has had. This is the goal they had and they succeeded. 
I found other situations in which the lecturer tried to get to audience involved in the subject making unexpected questions, but it was clear that he was looking for a confirmation that everything was running OK, nobody was getting sleepy and so on. Furthermore, sometimes this behavior turned out annoying a bit, the audience reacted locking into itself speechlessly; no one dared to break the ice, on the whole it looked like an oral school test.
That has not been the case of this course. Our contribution has been requested immediately and continuously and we slowly realized we had an essential role, as important as the teacher’s at least. In other words, we felt the teacher really needed our contribution and our work and that without it the lesson could not have been given anyway.
I think this is the real constructivist message we had from the course.

What if the most part of investments in education was on brains instead of on technologies?
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